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ÅHistological features of ulcerative colitis 
 

ÅClassical infective colitis. 
 

ïTypical histological features of infective colitis. 
 

ïMicroscopic features IBD versus infective colitis. 
 

 

ÅAtypical infective colitis. 
 

ÅInfection complicating ulcerative colitis. 
 

ÅInfective intestinal pathology in the 
immunocompromised patient. 
 

ÅParasitic infections 

Overview 



Histological features of 

ulcerative colitis. 



Microscopic appearances 

 

ÅVilliform mucosal surface. 
 

ÅCrypt architectural distortion with crypt 
shortening. 
 

ÅPaneth cell metaplasia 
 

ÅBasal lymphoid aggregates. 
 

ÅDiffuse mucosal chronic inflammation. 
 

ÅCryptitis and crypt abscess formation 



 

ÅDiffuse chronic 

inflammation 

limited to 
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ÅCrypt 
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ÅDiffuse chronic 

inflammation 
 

ÅCryptitis 
 

ÅCrypt abscess 

formation 



Classical infective colitis 

(Acute infective colitis) 



Typical histological features of 

infective colitis. 



Typical acute infective colitis 

 

ÅPreserved crypt 
architecture 
 

ÅIncreased inflammatory 
cell infiltrate in the 
superficial lamina propia 
 

ÅCryptitis with withered 
crypts and óbeadedô 
crypt abscesses 
 

ÅPatchy inflammation. 
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